Name:_______________________________________________

Jacob Riis Photography Activity

How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New York (1890) was a book of photojournalism by Jacob Riis, documenting squalid living conditions in New York City slums in the 1880s. During the 1880s many people in upper- and middle-class society were unaware of the dangerous conditions in the slums among poor immigrants. Jacob Riis, an immigrant himself who could not originally find much work, hoped to expose the conditions of the Lower East Side of Manhattan. He decided to publish a book showing these conditions using graphic descriptions, sketches, photographs, and statistics. In How the Other Half Lives, he describes how tenement housing failed due to greed and neglect from wealthier people. Chapter by chapter he uses his words and photographs to expose the conditions inhabited by the poor in a manner that “spoke directly to people's hearts.” 
Directions:

· Walk around the room and view all of the posted photographs by Jacob Riis.

· Choose 1 photograph that intrigues you.  Write the number here: _____________

· See me for a copy of this photograph.

· Return to your seat and complete the questions on the back of this page.

1. What is the title of the photograph? _____________________________________________

2. When was it taken? _______________________________________________________________

3. Where was it taken/created? ____________________________________________________

4. Who or what is represented? ____________________________________________________

5. Take an inventory of what you see.  Make at least 5 observations.

6. What is the mood of the photograph?  Why do you think this?

7. What was your initial reaction to the image?

8. What is FIRST part of the photograph you are drawn to?  

9. What does the painting “say” to you personally?

10. How do you think people reacted to this photograph?

Use your vocabulary words to create 3 sentences about your photograph.

	Plane

Contract
Coordinate
Extend

Precision

Opposing
Position
Balance
Pressure
Maneuvers


1.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

